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'J'il E Seminole campaign lias Iieen a fruitful theme of 
animadversion. Facts have been perverted, orders muti¬ 
lated, and such an air of mystery thrown over each trans¬ 
action as would liest suit the views of those who were for 
immolating the General, or denouncing the Executive.— 
Tiie people have been permitted to grope in almost ci- 
meiian darkness, imposed upon by ten thousand discordant 
narrathes, and agitated by as many artful conjectures.— 
To remove the mists which liave clouded the page of trutli, 
to give ciiiTency to facts, before an implicit assent is yiel¬ 
ded to error, and to enable the American community to 
judge correctly of military operations, which seem to have 
agitated the world, a concise history,of the Seminole cam¬ 
paign has been deemed necessary. To do justice however, 
To such an undertaking, and to exhiliit the events of so in¬ 
teresting a narrative in their proper light, it will he indis- 
pensisbic to revert to the close of the Creek v/ar, and un¬ 
veil transactions vchich have he^l a remote, if not imme¬ 
diate influence, on the origin ot the Seminole conilict. 

I'he resultof tlie (’reeli war is w^lt known. The ge¬ 
nius, enterprise, and energy of one man wrested from fan¬ 
aticism llic spells, ami incantations af deception, and Jeft 
a ( eluded tribe utile to hope, but from the clemency of a 
magnanimous repnldic. The spirit of the Creek nation 
wascrjsi.'cd ; the predictions of her prophets had been 
falsified ; and most of the.sn-vivors of the sanguinary con- 
iUct ( f I’allashatcl ey, Talledcga, Emuckfaw, and the 
I-*orse-S]!r<e, eml rncc'd the fernis of peace proffered, and 
gorratueed by (he treety cf Eon Jackson. 
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A fi'w only remained obdurate. Hillishajo, or Francis 
the great prophet, Al’Queen, Holmes, the Alabama Ciiief,* 
Hoinatlemeco, and Chiiineby, had been the principal in¬ 
stigators of the Creek war : at home they dreaded a severe 
retribution for the destruction in which they had involved 
their nation ; the Floridas presented a retreat from pursuit, 
where unmolested they might await future opportunities 
of practising on the superstitious and restless minds of 
their brethren, and where they calculated upon succor, anti 
support from fori'ign agents, or resident authorities. Idiey 
were not di-^appoiiited. 

About this period Major General Jackson was assign vl 
to the com naud of the' 7th Military Department. The 
stmtheru frontier <>f the United States was excee<liugly ex¬ 
posed, and Orleans threatened by a large expedi ion, 
wiiose arrival on the coast was daily looked for. ’^Die res¬ 
ponsibility imposed upon him, the peculiar situation of the 
Floridas, rendering the left flank of Ids dcjiartment exceed¬ 
ingly weak (u dess the -Spanish authorities were disposed 
to oiiserve, or capalile of enforcing their neutnility) the 
fact that the Greek cldefs, who had luit submitted to the 
United States had fled to Pensacola; and rumors of a 
suspicious character being afloat, were circ:im<;tan::es cod- 
ciliated to awaken vi:,ilaace, aiid urg‘. the necessity of tes¬ 
ting the feelings of the Governor of Pensacola, and of 
eertaining the truth of the reports in circulation Acc )i' 
dingly on the IStli of July, 18IF Mijor (General Jackson 
addressed a coroiiinuication to the then Governor of Pens;i- 
cola, Dan Mateo Gonzales Manriqiie, detailing tiie reports 
wldch liad reached him, that the savage eneinlec of tite 
Unlbul Sides liad sought, and obtained an assyluni from 
justice within the territory of Seal i, and were fed by or¬ 
der of tiie Ooveriior of Pens.acuif;,'^ likewise tint a 
permit had been given to an ole er commanding ids Bn- 
laelc mejesty's frigate, the Orpii us, to latid avithin the ter¬ 
ritory of Spain ;3 j, 093 stind of .rms, with 800 barrels if 
powder-for the avowed piirpos- of enabling the vauquis i- 
c l Greeks to renew asanguinar- war with the U. Slates 
all which, if founded on fad, w s calculate I to iiitriru it 
the peace and amity subsUtiuc- ' tween the gyreriiinhnl of 

' *C;i;;eiveci in Foia Carlos Cc i5-.irr...i?as, 
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*^pnin. and tlic United States. This comraimication was 
(lespatclii (1 by a confidential officer, by whom a laconic ic- 
knowledsjment of its receipt was returned, with a promise 
ol an answer at a future period. Ti e American officer re- 
ju;rt;‘d having obtained access into Pensacola at the immi- 
neiit risk of his life; tiiat city being filled with hostile 
jndians, who were well armed and clad, with English 
raftskets, and in British uniform, and that an officer of Ids 
Ui'itanic majesty was endeavoring to discipline and drill 
These facts were all detailed to thetlien Secretary 
ri War, and an order, or permit most earnestly requested 
to enter, and occupy Pensacola, as jiistified by the iramn- 
t hie ])riuciples of k'If defence, and not unauthorised by 
ti c huv of nations. Aii answer however, to that commu¬ 
nication was never received, until long after the glorious 
results of the (iemonstration on Orleans. 

After a sufficient time for reflection, p{'ssibly for matu- 
rhtg plans of hostility, the Governor of Pensacola condes- 
cemled to reply toGeneral Jackson’s communication of the 
iJ: :h of July. "The allegations against his conduct w ere 
not denied^ but the reception given to the Indians was jus¬ 
tified, «as consonant to the simple hospitality, which they 
i.. their present iniserahle condition, had a i ighfc to claim at 
their hands,” and the permit given to the British to land 
arms, aiid ammunition in iiis province, with a view of en- 
c( ursgiKg the ffuliens to acts of hostility by this must c- 
q?dvoail pai*agr?'ph:—I would he glad to know' what 
auifcoriiy you have for saying the river \ppalichicoLi he- 
Imigs to us—the government (if the I'niicd States, by 
whose orders I suppose you act, cannot be ignorant of the 
trraiy (‘xisting hehv(‘en OreatBritain and the Creek Indi¬ 
ans, Y/hen Spain t(K)k possession of Florida, and that this is 
the same Irealy, tliatnow^ exists between Spain and these 

TSie anihiguiiy wl ich characterised the communicatious 
of the Spanish Governor of Pensacola, urged the neces-i ty 
of a concentrntion of xVmei lean force on the Mobile fron¬ 
tier. and monihs ofiuaciixily ensued, during whicii Gen. 
Jjakson lost no (opportunity of inciting Governor ^^;n- 
to a maii-kiinance of his neutrality,- and to a faith- 



ful observance of those treaties, in which was involved 
the perpetuation of a peace, then so happily subsisting 
between their respective goveniiiients. To all tliesc friendly 
admonitions the Spauit^li Governor lent a deaf ear, uiiiil 
grown arrogant from accumiihiiod strengtli of IJritish sol¬ 
diers, and Indian Warriors, he could no longer conceal 
his real cliaracter, and in the sj>irit of defiance, on the 
30th of August, iSl-b, lie penned a communication viru¬ 
lent in its denunciations, and insulting in its personalities; 
arraigning die conduct of the United States for the hospi¬ 
tality extended to the Patritits of South America ; ques¬ 
tioning the faith of the American government; and bol liy 
charging the acts ef the American administration as char¬ 
acterised by a uniform disregard of the most solemn o- 
blig'itions with foreign powers. This letter concludes 
with these meinoralde words, ^ [ have armed the Indians, 
and juive taken all the measures that I have been obliged 
to take, not for the purpose of committing hostilities on the 
United States or their projierty, but to defend myself froe.i 
the insults that may be oiiered. If the United States 
continue the aggressions they iiave begun, the orlicers, aiid 
soldiers subject to my orders will do tlieir duty, an I sup¬ 
port to the last extremity the great, Imroir, and generous 
character of the Spanisli n ition to which they Indong, and 
iliey will do it with a greater zeal, and w ith more confi¬ 
dence, as Spain is no\v disem]>aiTnssed from the murder¬ 
ous wuir waged against her by the fallen exiU'd roblier. t ic 
tyrant of 'lain) le ; bV' d nf fie' U f^u- 

perad'led to the satisfactiono* seeing my b loved sovereign 
seated on his ever respeetahlc and Ir/dliant tlirone, there 
remains not a doubt Idit that iidve should receive other, or 
.similar aggressions ‘o (hose we h<ave already siiGfered. ' 
Catholic majesty will avenge iiimstdf not only for these 
repeated insults, !>ut fm* those Spain exfi^rienced at the 
time of her persecutions and ditficulties, ofwhiehthe g'm- 
erosity of the United States tiioiigiit proper to take advaii- 
tiu;c. 

With regard to tlie trendy having been made betw'f'eTi 
ih ' I". States and the ^^'reek Fndiians. h\Mvldch d-> 1 p'-v 
cede to the United States all the lauds bordering on the 
A 2 
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ifrvitons I protes^t ap,‘aiii.st tlie act, and declare the 
(c^r-ion voki in the name of tlio King, and sliali make a 
representation of it to the Spanish government, >vho, will 
kian-v Wiiat mcasnres to take, and will distinguish the ligiit 
of properkv, from that of the sovereignty we claim.” 

''I'he gauntlet was thrown. Tiie no longer doubtful 
diameter of the Spanish governor of Pensacola—^the fiict 
of tlie miirdeious tomahawk having been once more raised 
against the helpless frontier, by savages armed, fed, and 
clotiicd by lus permit; the increasing reinforcements of 
British troops violating the temtories of Spain, tlie arrival 
of Col. Kichols, commissioned as the commandant of a 
corps of Colonial Marines to be recruited in the Floridas, 
and to consist of disaffected Indians, absconding negroes, 
and vag’aboiid adventurers, wdiose operations w'ere to be 
contined to a predatory warfare on the borders of the U. 
States ; and the actual attack on JMobile Point by a com- 
biuedi naval and land force kited out, and embarking fr..>m 
rensacoia, were circumstances calculated to awaken reso¬ 
lution, and dictate the measures to be pursued.- 

General Jackson had for mure than three months, in op - 
]>osition to the usual energetic characteristic of his opera¬ 
tions, awaited the order, or permit of government to make 
a descent upon, and occujiy Pensacola. A longer delay 
was onl}- calculated to give confidence to the enemy, ancl 
increase the dangers wdiich suiTOunded him. His army 
was threatened, the department en rusted to his command, 
in thh defence of wdiich was involved the vital interests of 
the whole western wuirkl, was endangered, and retpured 
all Ids energy, genius, and eiiterprize to mature plans for 
its security. VV idle the character of the Floric)as remain¬ 
ed doubtful, wliile the neutrality of 8|)am could not be 
maintained, nor the integrity of its territory be preserved, 
the best devised schemes of defence would be inefficient.— 
^Necessity, and the immutable principle of self-preservation 
im]>osed it as a duty to exjiel the enemy wherever to be 
toimil. It was an awful responsibility to lie assumed, but 
it was notin the character of General Jackson to hesi ate, 
w'ere the results w ould be so lieuelicia! to the nation.— 
iccordingly tlie Floridas were penetrated, and Pensacola 
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invested on the 6th of November, 1814—every preparation 
wns made by the Britit^h, and Spaniards for a vii^orous re¬ 
sistance—the Forts were garrisoned, batteries formed in 
t c principal streets, and the British vessels of war were 
mr.oretl within the bay, so as to command the main enlrance 
into the town. Before a resort Wcas had to the swoial, the 
American (Tcneral determined lo try the efficacy of uego- 
tiaiicm. The officer charged with the disclosure of the 
GeiieraPs view s, though uiuier the sanction of a flag, was 
fired on ; and the outrage committed from a Fort over w hich 
floated the Spanish national colors. 71iough conduct so 
opposite to the practices of civilized wartare, would have 
justified imm 'diatc hostilities, yet another efibrt to ctuu- 
111 unicate w ith the Governor of Pensacola was concluded 
upon, before a resort should be had to extremities. A 
Spanish corporal, who had been captured the day before, 
w as relcasetl and dispatched to the Governor, who in re¬ 
ply disavowed the insult offeied to the American messen¬ 
ger, confessed that all his apparently hostile acts had been 
the effects of menace and compulsion, and expressed a 
disposition to listen to any overtures wdiich might be made. 
A negotiation w^as opened—the surrender of Forts Bar¬ 
rancas, St. Michael, and St. liose demanded, with aguar- 
rantee of a restoration whenever Spain had a comjieteiit 
military force to maintain her neutrality. 'Fhe terms w<'re re¬ 
jected & no other alternative leftthan to enforce them at the 
point of the bayonet The efforts of the American soldie¬ 
ry were crowned witli success ; Pensacola carried with 
inconsiderable loss ; and the Governor with a flag implo¬ 
ring for mercy, acknovv ledged his willingness to assent*'to 
any terms dictaled. Confiding in his assurances, the A- 
merican troops were w ithdrawn, and no longer overawed 
by the presence of a military force, the Bjianish Governor, 
with his characteristic duplicity, protracted the negotiation, 
and withheld his signature to the capitulation, under the 
terms proposed, until late that night. The fortress of St. 
Michael Avas not surrendered (in tlefiance of the Governor’s 
order) by Col. Scotto, until threatened with a storm,and 
F»u’t Barrancas, comm u ling the entrance intoPensneeda 
• Bay, seven miles below the town, was destroyed before a 
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miivpment coiilsl be made fov its occupation. The British 
lia;i bioo ii it up, and retired fr^ iu the hay 

Viewing t!ie facts which impelled to ami justified the 
violent eutraiice in>‘o Pensacola, it is to be lamented that 
circumstarices of a more imperious cliantcfer prevented its 
occiij)auoii. 

I'iie retentiou of tlie Floridas at tliat period, authorised 
onjlie principles of self-preservation, would have had a 
most ^alutar}' effect upon the long pending negotiations '^ 
witli Spain—it uamld have facilitated, if it had not termi¬ 
nated in an andcable adjustment of all our previous oiffi- 
cultics with tl)nt power, whilst it would haVe removed all 
sui>seOjUentgTounds of complaint from violation of territory,- 
, ami Indian excitement hy the permit, or’direct agency of 
Spanish authorities. But the lobiiilding of tlie Fort at 
Barancas would have been attended with considerable ia^- 
b'Or and expeiis!—the limited American force u ould not 
justify detachments sidlicient to garrison i?; and the Brilish 
troops acciiuuilating oir the coast lor a descent upon Or¬ 
leans, required the presence of the commanding Oenei al, 
ami the concentration of all his military strength in that 
quarter. Pensacola was accordingly evacuated, and with 
a rapidity of movement unparalhdled in military annals, 
by a circuitous route, indispensable from the inijjracticahle 
character of the coutitry, we turd General Jackson, and his 
army early in December, on the banks of the Mississippi, 
and actively engaged in jtreparing for the defence of Lou¬ 
isiana. The gh rious-Tesults of that struggle are well 
liiiowu, and will be remembered while Americans are 
proud of their liberties, or love to listen to the recital of 
those heroic atchievements, w hich has given lustre to the 
character of their counlry, and elevated their republic (o 
a conspicuous stati(m among the nadoiis of the globe. 

On the termination of the war w ith Great Britain, Maj. 
Gem Jackson was retained in the service of the U. States, 
and charged with the command of the soutljerii division, . 
The location of the peace establishment, so as to best pre¬ 
serve the efficiency of corps, and promote the general secu- 
rity w ere considera.’ions of moment. Though the soutijeru 
Imiiaus Imd been severely taught their impotence, and chas- 
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tised into submission, it was imprudent to confide alto^etli- 
tr in their professions of friendship. The transactions in 
Florida had left no guarraiitee for the future neutrality of 
that province, and the Hpanish Governors might again, un¬ 
der a pretext of menace or compulsion, resoit to the same 
practices wl>icb liad characterised their conduct towards 
the Greeks in the late contest The situation of Florida 
w as peculiar; its vicinity to the four southern tribes of In¬ 
dians, and its extensive forests, beyond the control of the 
Spanish authorities, affording at all times an assylum to 
fugitives from jijstice, to the disaffected restless savage, as 
well as to a more dangerous population, absconding irom 
the southern stales, were circumstances demanding vigi¬ 
lance on that frontier, and inducing sudi a disposition of 
American troops as might overawe savage ferocity and pro¬ 
mote public security. 

The line established by the treaty of Fort Jackson, limi¬ 
ting and definingthe Greek territorial boundary w as ab mt 
tiiis time to be establishe(l, and .muTked. It w as not im¬ 
probable that opposition to the (’ommissioners in the ex¬ 
ecution of said duty might be attemjde 1 l>y tlie Re'l vSticks, 
w Im had fled to Flovida, and wdo hail never given their 
assent to the terms of the contract. These apprehendoas 
w ere not unfounded. I> eports from all quarters confirmed 
tlie feelings of gener il hostility to the e-xecution of the- 
treaty of i'^>rt Jackson : tlie settlers on the ci'.ied territoi-y 
were insulied. and threatened w ith expulsion by fluxe ; 
and the commissioners expressed their serious apprehen¬ 
sions of resistance. Gob Hawkins, Greek Agent, repeat¬ 
edly noticed the. ili'-affection of the nation tj> the U rms of tiie 
treaty, that thongii opposition might in>t lie resordd to by 
those designated as the friendly warriors, there was every 
reason to appreiiend resistance from the ed Clicks who 
bail fled helow the smitijern honnd;iryof the United States, 
and had joined the Seminoles in Florida. 'Phese reports 
w ere the more w orthy of confidence from the fa<;h that the 
Find, constructed hy the English, near the moiith of the 
Appalachicola, had not yet been evacuated, though the 
treaty of Ghent had been ffficially announced; the,JU‘d 
Sticks and negroes inveigled from their masters in Louisi- 



10 


ana weve still associate<l in its defence. From tlienre srms k, 
am iniiiition were still issued,& a talk bad been recent y ( tit 
into .he interii r of the f'reek nation by col. Nicbols, exciti g 
t e warriors to a renewal of all the horrors of savage 
massacre : falsely asserting that under tl c tieasy of Gbei t 
t; e, lands ceded by the treaty of Fort Jackson were to be 
restored, that the attempt of the Americans to wrest those 
lands from tlie nation must be resisted, and every mdivid- 
u.il found in their country destroyed. The decision of t!)e 
American General averted the impending danger. Tiie 
nnlitary protection given to t!ic I'ommissioiiers, and the 
attitude assumed to act with effect, smothered the threatened 
hosiility in eml)ryo—the lin- of demarkfUioa was run. and 
no opposition attempted. It was very apparent, however, 
that tlie presence of the military had only o\ erawed these 
warriors within the boundary of the United States. Tlje 
8; minoles and Red Sticks were still hostile, secure as they 
i n igiiied, from t’ne ])ursuit of the Americans, presuming on 
the i‘('spect widch would be entertained for the integrity of 
a neutral territory., conliding in the imprcgi.iahility of tlo ir 
Fort on the Vpp i lacaic-)!i, ahumlnntly st j jiiiedwith arms 
and aninifiuitioii. eiivjoaragc l in their enmity to the Amer¬ 
icans, by fnUe rrciresentadons of trespasses on their soil, 
and lured by pr -.intH's of h'H' most lib* ral sepporU an h co- 
Oj)evati.on if in iuNoived in war—they only wauled an 
Ojsporttinity ofren: wiag upon the tVoutier all the atrocities 
ol savage wvrfire. To be prepiml for these events, a 
ctunlon of » in the sp'/ivi,g of Uhf d, w.^s ostabli.si:ed ce.i 
ti\e soni'u ia isoundary of die IJuited 8' tie-r the driii attfl 
7tb Regim D's t;f [neiiitry wei’e. jinUciou'-.y disposed on 
1;! it line of (leffnce, and ld>rt Ih-awfu'd <»n tiie Chmecah. a 
br oich of the Fs'- ainbia, Fort (biines^on the (’djatiitionc'iy, 
an.'] F( 3 rl B<'oh Oil the, Fliiit river, as near the scuibeiu 
li'uitof he United 8talcs as positions offered, wore con- 
stractedv 

About this period cirenrasinnees transpired in relation' 
to the fortific^'ion on the Ai>{)alacbk'ohY, designated as dm 
K'-gro Fort, of an alarming ebaraefor. Rcprescniatious 
w made from the higljest autliorhy, cealcuhocd to e.xri'.e 
the serious apprehensions, and demand the immediate- at- 
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ientioii of the American Executive. The Fort had been 
strengthened^ the garrison of Indians and blacks had iu' 
creased ; and secret practices-of -inveigling negroes from 
the frontiers of Georgia were continued. A state of things 
so well calculated to produce injur;y to the neighboring set¬ 
tlements, and excite irritations, endangering the peace of 
the nation, urged the necessity of calling the attention (vf 
the. Governor, and military commander of Pensacola to the 
subject ; a letter was therefore dispatched by a confiden¬ 
tial officer, requiring the inleference of his authority to put an 
end to an evil of so serious a nature—in reply the Govern¬ 
or stated, that the Fort had been constructed, and provi¬ 
ded with ammunition, artillery, &c. hy (’ol Nichols, who 
left in it the negroes with orders totally contrary to the in¬ 
contestable rights of sovereignty which the King of Spain 
exercised from the 31st degree of btitude to the Gulf of 
Mexico that it was viewed as an estaldishment of ‘‘ In¬ 
surgents. and Rebels/’ alike detrimental fo the interests of 
the King his master, as alarming to the seeiirity of the U. 
States.; that he coincided in opini(»n with the American 
General on the necessity of dislodging the Negro ana In¬ 
dian brigands ; that he had every dis[)osition to do so.and 
bad written to Iiis Captain General fora permit, and for the 
means of acting, and that until tliese were l eceived, lie 
must remain inactive, his present force and authority, (be¬ 
ing but a subordinate officer) not warranting an under¬ 
taking of a warlike char <cter. Hie officer chargeil with 
the mission repeated the sincerity of the governors’ reply, 
in relation to las want of means to act w ith effect; tl,at 
Pensacola w as alike destitute of arms, ammunition and 
men. Under these circumstances to, aw-ait the decisu n of 
the Captain General of the Cabas, was calculated to pro- 
diice the most injiu'ious consequences; to give confidence 
to the outlaws of the A}>palachicola. tb afford thcin time 
to gather strength, and render t!ieir fortress impregnable ; 
and finally fo expose the southern frontier of Georgia tube 
again crimsoned w ith the blood of her w omen and cliil- 
dien. ’'Co hesitate Was criminal; accordingly.orders w ere 
issiHHl, and gaUantly executed, by a coinbiised land, and 
naval Anicrican force in beptemlntr^ ISifi, fiji the desiruc- 
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iioTi of the Npgro Fort. . In the early part of ^he at¬ 
tack, tiie citadel, or interior redoubt was blown up by ic- 
ci«ient, or a shot from the Gun boats, and the mangled re¬ 
mains of nearly 300 Indians, and negroes spoke impres- 
si\ (dy to the (ieluded survivors on the folly of persisting 
in t-H'ir hostilities again-t a nation, who coul 1 extort sub- 
missi »o by force, if a generous policy could not conciliate 
fiieuilsnip. 

It wis confidently hoped that the destruction of the Ne¬ 
gro Fort, bail crushed the inimical feelinsjs of the Red 
Sucks and seminoles : that uniformly unfortunate in every 
rencounter with the Americans, and invariably deserted in 
ex reinities by their prHen led foreign friends, they had 
lea fit wisdom fro ii their suftVrkig*? and were disposed to 
cui ivate peace and amity with the United States. The 
pacific disposition evinced for some month' succeeding tiiat 
e ■ cut, seemed to justify the expectation : the military as- 
seiuhied on ihefron ier oftreorgia might therefore, it^ was 
piestin et, v^ith prepriety be removeif to another section of 
te.e country, where policy dictated the concentration ot a 
force : accordittgly early in the year 18t7> h'ort Scott was 
evacuated ; a small garrison left in Fort Gaines, with a 
vi< \v of affording some protection to the settlements in that 
i*ei;i:hborhood, while the disposable men of the dth and 7th 
Infantry, were concentrated on the Alabama, i^t Fort 
Alontgomery and its vicinity. The movement of these 
troops, however, soon shewed that the hostile feelings of 
tOe Seminoles and Red Sticks were only overawed, not 
cru'-hed. Desultory and irregular incur.dons intothe coim- 
try by the savages of Florida, characterised by their usual 
cruelties were reported from all quarters ; Governor Vlit- 
cindl complainel of the renewal of .atrocities, in I thefts on 
the (TPorgia frontier; Fort Scott immediately after its evac- 
intion, was entered by a part> of hostile warriors, three 
houses con‘<umed, and Perrynian. a friendly chief, left to 
t ike care, of the buildings, abused and rilled of m^iny arti¬ 
cles of velae—the lives (if the settlers on the ceded Ian Is, 
near Fort G dnes, were Hireatene I, if they did not im nedi- 
atelj remove, nn l letter's from 'lam’dy'ind Doyle, two In¬ 
dian traders, coufiimed the embodying of the Svavages on the 



App'ilacliacola, with evil anti m irderous designs against 
the iroiitier inaabiiants. 

A Mr. Arbuthnot, reported as an English trader, h id 
about this time arrived from Europe, and liis estabiisament 
at tlie mouth of the Ocklockeny river, was a subject of ex¬ 
ultation in the Seminole towns ; arms, ammunidon, and 
knives were liberally distributed by him to the princip il 
chiefs ; and a<drum presented to each of the towus. In 
the assumed character of an agent, he opened a correspon¬ 
dence on the 3d of March, 1817? with the commanding 
officer of fort Gaines, on the subject of Indian Aftkirs; 
complaining of trespasses on Indian lauds, and protesting 
against the settlements forming on the Chadahouchy, with¬ 
in the territory ceded by the treaty of buk Jackson, as in 
violation of the treaty of Ghent; concluding w itii a threat 

that, an agent duly authorised, wimld soon arrive to 
guard over Indian rights, and see that their territory was 
not infringed upon/’ 

These facts, connected with the massacre of a"Mrs. G r- 
rett and her two infant children. iii arSt. Mary’s, Georgia, 
called for vigilance on that frontier, and demanded tne 
adoption of such measures as would check the rising spi¬ 
rit of hostility ; give security to the exposed, and reclaim 
the deluded savages, before too late, to a sense of tlieir ai- 
ty, and to the amicable character whi«h it was their policy 
to maintain. Fort Scott was immediately re-occupied; and 
the different chiefs of the Seminole towns, invited to as¬ 
semble and listen to a talk from the President of tlie (Jui- 
ted States. Tlie invitation was rejected. Onis-liajo. a 
friendly Indian, sent with a peace-message to the Meka- 
suka towns, was received with coolness : KiMiha-je, their 
principal chief, w^ould not listen to what he had to commu¬ 
nicate,; stating that he had been directed by ikrbuthiiot, then 
of Ocklockeny sound, to disregard toe Ameriruis; that 
colonel Nichols would soon arrive with all the arts of 
congress, and papers affecting the interest of his nation, 
w hen a true and friendly talk ’would he delivered tlieai; 
that he was now about to start for Oi klockeny sound, and 
was determinedto hold no communion with tire. Vmericans. 
Oiiis-iiajo, on his return^ reported a settled spirit of hosti- 
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iity evinced l»y all the chiefs; that.property, plundered on 
the frontier of Georgia, was brought into Mekasuky be¬ 
fore his departure; and that ao fax from checking, the 
cliiefs rather encouraged their warriors to a repetirton of 
these thefts. A mission to tlie Fowd Towns w as not more 
successful; and the conduct of the Chief marked with the 
same degree of hostility—the Flint river h^; pronounced 
as his teiritorial boundary, and threatened the Americans 
with violence if they attempted to cross; that he w as di-^ 
rected by the powers above to protect that soil, and would 
do so without any regard to the consequences. To the de¬ 
mand made for the delivery of those who had committed 
murders on our unoffending frontier inhabitants, he repli¬ 
ed, justifying the acts as in retaliation of pretended mur¬ 
ders committed on his red bretlsren, three of whom were 
yet unattoned for. All these strong indications of hostility, 
called for more decisive measures than had been adopted, 
to stay the tomahawk and scalping knife, and relieve the 
neighboring settlements from the tlmeatned calamity. The 
4ih & 7tii llegiments of Infantry w^ere ordered,& marched 
in Oct. 1817, for Fort Scott, and the Governor of Geor¬ 
gia requested to hold in readiness a detachment of militia 
for active service. 

On the arrival of the first brigade, 730 strong, on the 
Flint river, one more effort was deemed necessary to pre¬ 
serve peace, and rescue the deluded savages from the des¬ 
truction wdiicli aw^aited them. A runner was sent Iiy Gen. 
Gaines, inviting Ene-he-mantdy to Fort Scott, to listen to 
a iTiendly talk from the President of the U. States, i he 
pipe of peace was rejecfed by the deluded savage, stating 
‘‘that he had said all he had to say to the Americans.’’— 
As the principle depredations complained of had been com¬ 
mitted hj the Fowd Town Warriors, it w^as deemed ne¬ 
cessary, if possible, to have an interview' with their Chief, 
and an act at least of humanity to exhibit to him in une¬ 
quivocal terms, the fateiliat was inevitable, if the demands 
made were lejected, or the w ar hatchet raised against a 
pow er so overw helming. A detachment of 230 inen under 
Maj. Twiggs w as accordingly ordered to Fow l 'Fowm, to 
repeat the invitation to ]ine-he-maut-ly; but to bring him 



by b>!'ce if be refused, toFort Scott. Tlie detachment was 
fired on as it approached the Town; the fire was returned 
with spirit, an<l four warriors slain in the affair: the Chief 
and the remaining warriors effected their escape. 

Hostilities having now assumed a bolder character, more 
precautionary measures of defence were necessary to cover 
the soutliern frontier. One Regiment of Infantry, and a 
squadron of Cavalry were immediately called into the ser¬ 
vice of the U. States from Georgia; and Col. Arbuckic 
with a detachment of 300 regulars directed to reconnoitre 
on the east of Flint, ami select some eligible point for the 
erection of a stockade work. Fow l Town, through which 
the detachment passed, was found deserted, and the In¬ 
dians concealed in the neighboring sw amps attempteil to 
ambuscade the party, but were disappointed, and repulsed. 
Burges’ Bluff, on Flint, four miles from Fowl Town, 
was occupied with a small stockade wmrk, a garrison of 
4'0 men thrown into it, and the remainder of the detachment 
returned to Fort Scott. 

On the movement oftlie4tii and 7tb Regiments from the 
Alabama, arms, ammunition, provisions, camp equipage, 
&c. w ere dispatched by w ater, to ascend the Appalaclia- 
cola river, and form a junction w ith the Brigade at Fort 
Scott: the arrival of tliis Flotilla w^as anxiously expected, 
and to facilitate its movement. Lieutenant Scott had been 
directed, previous to the rencounter at Fowl Towm, to des¬ 
cend the river with 40 men as a reinforcement—unadvised 
as to the commencement of hostilities, open& with a view^ of 
relieving the heavy transports of a portion of their baggage, 
and of obtaining early relief for the sick, who were un¬ 
comfortably situated on board; he exchanged one half of 
his effective force for 20 unarmed invalids, and 7 women 
and children, and with the sanction of Maj. Mhulenbui’gh, 
determined to return with all speed to Fort ^Sfeott. He 
w as ambuscaded in his ascent on the 30th of November, 
1817, at or near the junction of the Flint and (■liattaliou< !*y 
rivers, and so deadly w^as the fire that six only escaped 
four of them wounded, to detail his melancholy disaster.’ 
Those who fell into the hands of the enemy uninjured, 
seemed only to have been preserved for a more cruel fate ; 
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«U the tortures that savage brutality could invent wei*e ill** 
tiicted; age gave no protection; innocent children werer 
massacreti, and the bloody scalps of our soldiers were 
torn from tlieir heads with exultation, and borne away in 
triumph : the softer feelings of humanity for a moment only 
arrested the indiscriminate massacre, Three women were 
preserved, hut two of these were the next day shot in cold 
blood, because the tenderness of the sex rendered them in** 
capable of sustaining the fatigues of a precipitate march. 

'^I hc success in this aflair gave confidence to the savages j 
the Flotilla was attacked on the 15th of December, some 
miles below" the Ocliesee bluff, and annoyed from both 
sides of the river until the 19th, in which time two nu n 
ucre killed, and eleven wounded—the sides of the vessels 
affording no protection, and it being im[)ossibIe to work 
t'-.om without great exposure, the movement of the FiotiF 
1 was consequently retarded ; and it did not ultimately 
arrive at its place of destination, until assisted from above 
by boats with bulwarks constructed for t])e occasion. 

About the same penod FortHughes, on the east of Flint, 
was invested for seAeral days by a strong party of Indi¬ 
ans, during w hicli the attack was sustained with fortitude, 
and the enemy greatly aimqycd. On their retiring, from, 
tl s' fin i!y and diffculty of obtaining supplies, the. fort 
was evacuated and the gfU'risoji ordered to Fort Scott. 

In the e.ariy part of November, uuappvised as to these 
cv: ids'. Oeneral Oaiues had been ordered to Point Petre, 
^ t Mary’s river, with a view of making preparations for 
tin* ocni})ancy of Amelia Island, then contemplated by our 
gr-verrunent. In obedlieuce to this order, General Gaines 
ief Fort Scott on the Sd of December, and on the 14th of 
the same month, reviewed at Fort Hawkins, a detachment 
of (>eorgia militia commanded by General Glascock, and 
miistered into the service of the United States under his re- 
q .isition. To cover the frontiers ofGeorgia, and with a view 

co-operating with the garrison of Fort Scott, in any o- 
pevaiions wh;ch might be necessary, this detachment was 
c.rfbred to assume a position on the F'lint. The want of 
pr(w isions, how^ever, retarded its movements, and the sub- 
■'equent difficulties encountered from high waters, and al- 



most impracticable roads, precluded the possibility of ef¬ 
fecting much before the term of service had expired. The 
evil of sliort enlistments, »o severely felt during tiie revo- 
lutionary struggle, was again seriously evinced in this case. 
T^'lie Georgia militia had crossed the Oakmulgee, marched 
42 miles, pushed forward a detachment for the relief of 
Fort Gaines, commenced Fort Early on the Flint, and be¬ 
fore its completion, the two months which they had to serve 
had expired. As was to have been expected, each man 
released from his military obligation wanted, to return 
home—there was no authority for detaining the detachment 
longer than the time specified in the requisition, and bat 
for th(‘ patriotism of a few volunteers, the frontier would 
have been exposed to all the horrid and irregular incur¬ 
sions of the savage enemy. In this expedition Gen. Glas¬ 
cock reported the loss of his Waggon-Master, Thomas 
Feigh ; and of a private soldier,. Hamuel Lofty, by an am¬ 
buscade, at or near Cedar creek. 

The Hemiuole war had now changed its character, and 
had assumed a serious, and dangerous aspect. The mas¬ 
sacre of Scott, and his paity*, the annoyance of the pro¬ 
vision boats in ascending the Appalachacola s and the in¬ 
vestment of Fort Hughes in the month of December, I 8 I 7 , 
w^as not of that irregular cast which alistinguished the com¬ 
mencement of this conflict, biit was 4>f so daring a charac¬ 
ter, as to demand all the ‘ energies of our government to 
sujipress it—the original orders, in relation to these savage 
disturbances, were rather of a prudent and defensive na¬ 
ture. The Department General is directed to draw a -'or- 
don of Posts as near the southern limits oftlie U. S a ’ -s 
as possible ; not to titlempt a violation of the neutral terri¬ 
tory of Spain, hut at the same time to chick a« much as^pos- 
sibie the inroads of the savages on the neighbouring settb*- 
ments ;asthe inefficiency of such iiistriu tionstotheend c»m. 
templated,developed themselves, the authority to the Gen. 
w as extended, with a limitation, however, that if the sava¬ 
ges took refuge under a Sp anish garrison the fact should 
be reported to the Executive, and all ope rati onv cease uii- 
^1 additional orders were received. The orders continued 
to fluctuate with the character of the war, until fiualy a 
B2 



of Cfttnnian’lers is resor'^^e l M:»j. Geo. Andrew 
Jackson is directed to repair to Fort Hcott, assume the coal¬ 
man?!, and direct the operations of the army on the Geor¬ 
gia ft'ontier. Though a reference is made to tlie instruc¬ 
tions previously given to his suhonlinate officer; yet his 
oun orders are of a more general, and peremptory charac- 
t(T. To call upon the neighboring states for such military 
aid as he deemed necessary, and to adopt such measures 
as would put a termination to the Seminole conflict: the 
naval forces at New Orleans, and xAmelia Island, were 
directeil tx) co-operate, to the extent of their means, in any 
me isuriVs the commanding General might direct, or the de- 
veloperaent of events render necessary ; and Gen. Gaines 
advised, if his force would justify the movement, (o pass 
thro^ East Florida, & endeavor to fornra junction with tlie 
main army at any point designated. The object was the 
termination of the Seminole war ; the responsibility of e£>* 
fecting it, thrown upon the commanding General of the 
southern division, and if authority was not delegated, he 
was at least justifled, in adopting the only measures, which 
in his opinion, could possibly secure the results contem¬ 
plated. 

The strength of the enemy had been estimated at S 7 OO 
Warriors. The regular force on the frontiers of Georgia 
did not exceed 600 men, and four battalions of Infantry, 
and four companies of Riflemen only had been called into 
the fleld from that state. It was prutlent not to hazard, 
and poHlic at least to meet the enemy with an equal force. 
Accordingly an appeal was made early in January, 1818, 
byGeii. Jackson, to the patriotism of West Tennessee.— 
The summons was promptly met by many of his old com¬ 
rades in arms ; the triumphs of Talledega were not for¬ 
gotten, and the glories of Orleans were still fresh in their 
memories. In less than three weeks 1200 mounted men, 
prepared for active duty, wrere mustered at Fayetteville, in¬ 
to the service of the United States. This select corps was. 
placeil under the command of Col. Hayne, Inspector Gen¬ 
eral, to be organized for the field, and mnrehed without de¬ 
lay, by “the most direct, practicable route, via Forts Mit- 
cheij and Gaines, to Fort ScoU- 
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It had been the peculiar fate of MaJ. Geti. .Taeksou to 
have been greatly embarrassed in neany all his uiilifary u- 
pt rations for want of supplies. In every instance was the 
snlieriiigs of his troops b/ be ascribed to defective system 
of supply by contract, which prosirates to the specuLitive 
feelings of an individual, the energies of an army, und 
pynalyses in an instant the best devised measures ofa G‘ n- 
eial. To avoid if possible these evils under the anticipated 
©- .orations, orders were sent to Orleans lor a most abun¬ 
dant supply, to be shipped from thence, utnler naval con¬ 
voy j to the Appalachacoln, and an officer was dispatched 
bito Georgia to have supplies of provisions pushed to the 
C hattahouchy, with a view of intercepting the Tennesse¬ 
ans on their march. Gen. Gaines, it was presumed, had 
imide every requisite arrangement for the subsistence of 
these troeps, who had been called into tiie service of the U. 
States under hispequisition. 

On the of January, 1818, Maj. Gen, Jackson depar- 
ted from Kashvillej and accompanied by his staff, and tw'o 
companies of volunteers, aiTive<l on the frontiers of Georgia 
early in February. The Georgia militia, under Gen. Glass¬ 
cock, assembled with promptness at Hartford, and were 
organized for the field by the 19th of February. On in¬ 
vestigating the state of supplies, scarcely four rations to a 
man were to be obtained, and the state of the forage was 
still more deficient. An abundant deposit, however, was 
reported to have been made at the agency on Flint river, 
and that two boats w ould be in readiness to descend to F'ori: 
Karly by the SSd. A movement to tliat work therefore was 
determined on, and tlveOeorgia Brigade ordered to march 
on the 19tb. The heavy falls^ 6f rain, however had swelled 
the creeks, and the quicks and character of the soil had 
rendered the rdads so impracticable that Fort Early, a dis¬ 
tance of only dS miles, was not reached until the morning 
of the S6th. The waggons had to be aban<lonetl, f)aggage 
of every description deserted, and nothing but articles of 
an indispensable nature padked upon horses. It had rain¬ 
ed incessantly for twod^ys the smallest streams presen¬ 
ted almost insuperable obstacles, and Cedar creek swelled- 
in one night to the width of a river. To bridge it was im- 
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At Fort ' <.r?y hi© ^ c fueled supply of provisioit^ fro.n 
tbe y V \>A vh airt.©u ; the mo,'e disc -ura^iug as tiie 
trooji" 5 <■_ aeen tncrc. (wo days without ratbnso - To re- 
troi;a:i(' to the settiem iits was calcul'ted to redouble the 
Cuiifideoce of the eneiuj, already excited from recent sue* 
cesses, k expose the frontier again to thek savage inroads. 
To remain at Fort Karly, for supplies from above, was de« 
pending upon a very uncertain source; The usual perio d of 
a voyage from the agency had more than three days ex¬ 
pired. It was a natural presumption therefore that the 
boats expected from that depot had foundered, or been 
intercepted by the enemy. This lialt was further inad- 
missable from the limited quantity of provisions in store, 
not adequate hr more than one or two days subsistence.— 
In this dilemma there was no time for hesitation, a move¬ 
ment to fort Scott was therefore determined on, and or¬ 
ders for an equalization of the provisions on hand, and ■ 
for preparations to resume the march the next day, were 
accordingly issued. A half pound of flour, and one 
pint of corn was the proportion to each man, and eigh¬ 
ty seven miles were to be marched, without any other 
prospect of relief, than what might he obtained from a few 
half starved Indian villages, that lay on the route. Fo 
raw troops, unaccustomed to privations, many of them ci¬ 
tizens of the first respectability, who had hut lately deser¬ 
ted the comforts, and even luxuries of life, this was- a try¬ 
ing occasion. But to the credit of the Georgia biigade, it 
must be registered, that their march was resuiiied on the 
morning of the S7th of February, with a cheerfulness that 
evinced a confidence in their commamler, and furnished in- 
contestible proof, that the cidzen liad correctly estimated 
ti e Muboixlination of the soldier The trials of this corps, 
however, were not confined >ant of provisions ^ tiiey 
were alike exposed to the inclentencies of weather, fatigue 
ai d har(bhi]>s, K all were suppor^^with equal fortitude 
l iiougli fort fecott was but 87 mile^-from Early, yet 11 



days were oceiipied in the march, 5 of which were const!, 
med in bridging water-courses. The country every where 
was excessively miry ; the rivers and minor streams had 
swollen beyond their banks, and the swamps were gene¬ 
rally inundated. The most inconsiderable creeks, from 
clo}>th of water, & rapidity of current, presented obstacles 
equal to some of the widest rivers, & bridging of them was 
in some instances impracticable, & in others attended with 
excessive fatigue aud labor. Without tools, or the means 
of transporting them, labor was often ineffectual and inge¬ 
nuity balHetl, By resorting, however, to swimming, where 
bridging failed, or the various Indian contrivances of rafts, 
C(?wlddes, &c. for the passage of rivers, these obstacles'- 
were vanquished, and the march to fort ^ott was accom¬ 
plished. 

This route had been selected, with a view of passing 
through the Cheliaw village, and of ascertaining the dis¬ 
position of its warriors, against whom circumstances of a 
suspicious character, had been reported'. Every indica¬ 
tion, however, of the most amic'able spirit was evinced.— 
The army was met and w’^elcomed into the town, by the 
old chief, Howard, said to be upwards of one himdred 
years of age; every comfort withhi his power w as admin¬ 
istered to tlie necessities of the soldiers ; and some sick 
wdio were left in his care were'hospitably treated, and hu¬ 
manely sent back to fort. Karly. Tlie young warriors, at 
their own solicitation, were received Into the service of the 
United States, and under the command of major Kanard, 
proved the most efficient corps of tViendly Indians, durii.g 
the Seminole campaign. Confiding in the faith of tiie 
American nation, hi tlie peace wdtich w^as guaranteed them, 
& inthc solemn professions of friendship from the American 
Gen. they left their homes, their wives, their sisters & their 
infants, with no other protection than what the tenderness 
of sex should claim, or superansuated chiefs could afford. 
What was the rew ard of their services ? Instead of the 
welcome of friends, and the caresses of wives and ciiil- 
dren, they found on their return, their families dispersed, 
their village in ashes, and the mangled remains of their 
venerable chief, inhumanly exposed to the vultures of the 



22 


air. The nation stands exhoueratcd from the base ins;ra» 
tit ale ; but it must ever be regretted, that an individual 
example, as an atonement, had not stamped the act as an 
individual outrage. 

On the morning of tlie 10th of March, major general 
Jackson assumed tfie command of the army at fort Scott. 
The Tennessee brigade had not yet arrived, nor had any 
intelligence been received of its movements, since it crossed 
the Tallapousee. To aw dt its junction was inadvisable ; 
the supplies at fort Scott were nearly exhausted, and re¬ 
lief fri>m Georgia was not to be relied on. Provisions, in 
all probability, were at that time in the bay ; advices having 
been received of the sailing of the convoy from Orleans 
in February, and it was more than probable, that the In¬ 
dians would attempt to intercept the flotilla in ascending 
the Appalachacola. It was therefore determined to mai’ch 
to the supplies; to o;ciipy some position lower down the 
Appalachacola river, better calculated fiw a depot, than 
fort Scott, connected with the operations in view ; and to 
scour the intervening country, hitherto infested with tlie 
hostile savages. The provisions in fort Scott, consisting 
©f corn, half starved beevfes, and fresh pork, and amount¬ 
ing to about three days subsistence to each man, were issu¬ 
ed. This scanty supply, w ith economy, would last until 
relieved from below, and if that dependance failed, there 
were pack horses enough with the army, to have sustained 
life, until the settlements in Georgia wefe r gained. Be¬ 
fore this dire alternative could justiflahly be resorted to, 
every possible resource should have failed. To have re- 
trogaded, was to give confidence to the enemy, to leave 
the flotilla without protection, and the unfortunate men 
navigating it, exposed to savage butchery. It was abso¬ 
lutely necessary to ascertain the fate of the provision ves¬ 
sels, before measures were adopted, involving the safety 
of the frontier, and the abandonment @f the objects of the 
campaign. 

On the iOth of March, Gens. Gaines’ and Glasscock’s 
Biigades, with a detachment of friendly warriors comman¬ 
ded by Major Levett, commenced crossing to the east bank 
ofFiint river, and General M’Iniosh directed, with the 



Creek Indians, lately mustered into tke service of tlie TJ. 
States, atFort JMjtcliell, to scour the west b ank, and en¬ 
deavor, if possible^ to form a junction with the main army, 
at or near the bay of Appala chacola. These movements, 
the Tennessee Brigade weie advised of by express, witli a 
view of hastening their march, and of their effecting a union 
without delay. 

On the morning of the 11th, the main army took up their 
line of march from their encampment east of Flint; detach¬ 
ments were pushed out in every direction, and the adjacent 
country and banks of the Appaladiacoia river, were well 
reconnoitred. On the J3th of March the necessities of the 
soldiers w ere partially relieved,by a boat load of provisions 
met inascending to Ft. Scott, & on the l6th of the same 
month, the army encamp on Prospect Bluff,on the old site of 
the Negro Fort. The eligibleness oftliis |»ositiun as a depot, 
determined upcm its occupation, and Foil Gadsden, a snuill 
work, w as c( mmem ed. A boat was dispatched to the hay 
of Appalachacola, to gain some intelligence of the Flotilla, 
but returned with unfavorable tidings: that the convoy 
had been separated in a gale of wind, and Uie last seen 
of son:e of the transports was, in a dismantled condition, 
endeavoring to make Mobile Bay. One sletop load of sup¬ 
plies, which had previously arrived, w as tlie only resource 
with w hich to commence operations ; it might administer, 
however, to the wants of the soldiery, until the Mekasii- 
kei^ii Towns were penetrated, and if the enemy's depot 
failed, a retreat from thence to Georgia was easily accom- 
plislied. From these embarrassments, however, General 
Jackson w as relieved on the morning of the 8th. The ar¬ 
rival of the advance of the Flotilla was , reported ; every 
countenance beamed with exultation, and every heart seem¬ 
ed expanded w ith joy : the comph'tion of the Fort w as 
pushed, every individual exerted himself w illi cheerful¬ 
ness ; the provisions w ere brought up the river, the store¬ 
houses filled, and every preparation made for further ac¬ 
tive operations, by the §6th of March. 

On the arrival of the army at Prospect Bluff, and after 
determining (o occupy it, Maj. Gen. Jackson addressed a 
communication to the Governor of Pensacola, that not w ith 



iie authority of a diplomatist did he assert any claim^ 
tviiijh the American government rai^iithave, to the liee 
navigation of those streams, which head in the territory 
of the United States, but disembogue through that 
of his Catholic Majesty ; but that as a General, ordered 
to penetrate into Florida, with a view of chastising an inso¬ 
lent savage foe, a conflict in which the American govern¬ 
ment had been involved through the imbecility of Spain, 
and in the termination of which, both nations were equally 
interested, he should expect from the Spanish authorittes 
every aid and facility to his operations. That from the 
peculiarly exposed situation of Fort (’rawford, he had 
deemed it advisable to order supplies from New-Orleans 
to that post, by the way of the Escainbia, and that while 
be hoped no interruption to the passage of the provisions, 
by that river, w ould be attempted, he w ould be compelled 
to view any act of that nature, hostile in its character, and 
as indirectly tending to the succor, comfort, and aid of tlie 
savage enemy. 

On the §3d of Mardh, a report was received from Gen, 
McIntosh, that in pursiiaiu e of instructions, he had i*econ- 
noitred the west bank of the Appaiachacola river, and on 
the 19tb, near Cbapoully creek, had captured, with little 
opposition. 48 warriors, and 183 women and ctdldren of 
the Red Ground Chief's party ; that the Chief himself, & 
about 30 Warriors had escaped, and fled in the direction 
ofPensacdla bay : that embarrassed with the mm ber of 
bis prisoners, bis provisions exhausted, and unable fr< m 
the nature of the country to form a junction as (iirected, he 
bad retrograded to Fort Scott, and in that vicinity would 
4 iwait future orders. 

Of the movements of the Tennessee Brigade, nothing po¬ 
sitive could be ascertained. Capt. Gordon had left it on 
Its route from ft. Mitchell to the Agency, & reported that from 
the scarcity of supplies, the commander had determined to 
move into Georgia, and there be governed as circumstances 
dictatedor as sulisequent orders might direct 

Prepared now for active operafxins, the plan of campaign 
was a subject of moment and consideration h vas ay pa¬ 
rent that ail the eouUiei’U indiau war s, werete be ascribed 



to toe excilement orforei 2 ;n agentS;, liiipviuclnlect trad^rs^J- 
or iiiflueofial ruiefs and Prophets, acted upon imdoaktby 
the artifices of the Uvo first named characters. The Creek 
■vvar originated from the influence of Pi opiiets. who possess 
ed inspiration, and derived their authority from the great 
northern Prophet, brother to Tecumseli, The renewal 
of liOstilUies uj the Red Sticks at the close of the year 
18t4t, was to he traced to the encouragement received, and 
aid j)romised by Col. Nichols, and others at Peusacula, 
hnopposed by the Spanish authorities ; the massacres com¬ 
mitted on the frontiers of CTCor^a, and the opposition, amd 
menaces to the Commissioners in ninning the line of de- 
markation. designated hy the treaty of Fort Jackson, to 
tije ailvices received, and excitement practieed at the ne¬ 
gro fort on t]»c Appalachacola ; and t)ie;oiigiTi of the first 
atrocities of the i^emiriole towns, takes' its date from tiie 
eTi'ival of the pretended trader, Arbnthnot, on the «>ck- 
loc keiiy, in the early part of February, 1817- As the most 
eflVctufil, .^humane" means to teraiiuate tlie conflict Jt Avag 
deemed advisalde to strike rather at the source of the misr- 
chief, than to inflict chastisement on the savage dupe. If 
excitements had been practised, and false promises of sup- 
p'.rthehl out by undeceiving the nation; the warriors 
were rendered harmless. If the promises were not false, 
■am! aid was to he afiforded, hy destroying these resources, 
or cutting them ofll*from the Heminoles, the results vc-re 
alike heneficia'l. It was an object therefore to keep be¬ 
tween the sea-coast, and the hostile savages, and the in irch' 
of the array from fort Gadsden was diiected with that 
view, moving nearly parallel to the Gulf, and as close ‘o 
the sea shore as the" practicability of the country wwuid 
admit. General APlntosh, with tlio Creek w arr rn s. was 
ohlerccl to maich direct from fort Rcott, and endeaTor to 
unite with tl;e main army, at the lower crossing piroe on 
t|)e Ocklockeiiy river ; and simiUu’ instructions were ex- 
teade<l to the TehTiessee origade, should :c. iia^ e reached 
fort >jcott Cajrt. AMieever, of tlie navy, was requo ied 
to take two provision vessels under couvoy,to cruize along 
the coast, detaining all vessels of a su-«nlcion« characc'r,: 
to intercept such of the enemy as iiiighCatiempUo retreat 
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io tlie islands, and endeavor to meet the enemy in the bay 
gf St. Marks. 

The army moved from fort Gadsden on the g6th of 
March, crossed the Ocklockeny river, passed through the 
Indian village I'allassee, previously deserted, and r)n the 
morning of the 1st of April was reinforced by the allied 
C reek warriors, and a detachment of Tennesseans, 380 
strong, commanded by col. Elliott. This detachment haxl 
marched from Hanfoi d, Georgia, on the trail of the army, 
passed through foii l!*icott, drawn supplies at fort Gadsden, 
arrived at, and commenced crossing the Ocklockeny river 
in oanoes, at 12 o’clock on the 31st of March, and at twen¬ 
ty-eight miles distance, overtook the main army early the 
next morning. The Mekasakean villages lay then but 
six or seven miles from the a^imy, and were to be attacked 
on that day. The counteu^oes of the soldiers brightened, 
their spirit ,was animatedthe fatiguef, the hardsiiips, and 
privations they bad been exposed to, were forgotten. The 
wish was to meet the enemy ; the result not doubted. 

A mile aud abalf in advance of the towns, a strong party 
of warriors was discovered, judiciously posted on an elevated 
point of land, coinmanding a view of an extensive savannah, 
or large grassy pond. This open space of country had to 
be. paS^ed in full view of the. enemy; so. that no concealed 
mdv etaaeat could be made, to turn their position; or sur¬ 
round their force. The zeal nf the advanced spy compa¬ 
nies, liurried them into a direct attack,, and. charge lip on 
the position. The enemy sustained the assault with de- 
terminution, but precipitately gave way and fled,.Ujp(va 
comin^- in contact with the flank columns, and discovering 
n movement to tncirc\e them ; leaving eleven dead-on the 
flold The Americans lost but one killed, apd four Woun¬ 
ded, of the Tennessee detachment. The pursuit was con- 
tinued through ^ie towns, and into the adjacent sw^amps, 
until night ctimpelled the withdrawing of the army to some 
ftivcrablc point for encampment. Three days were con¬ 
sumed in reconnoitering the surrounding country, in which 
operations some,few prisoners were, captured, 300 houses 
reduced to ashes, apd WOTuisltQls.ofrCorn, ami some other 
c,aipplicsihimd, .which aelminist'orcd totlie necessities oftho 



ariny. The towns exlubited every indication of a detev- 
miiied hostile spirit, in Kenha-je^s Iiouse^ tiie chief 
the Mekasiikcans, more than fifty scalps were found, aiid 
in the council square, the war stanthii d of the hostile Creeks 
was erectedyfantastically decorated with fresh scalps, recog¬ 
nised by the hair as torn from the heads of Scott, & bis an- 
fortunate companions. 

It was difficult to ascertain the retreat of the enemy.— 
T;:e panic had produced a dispersion in every direeJija. 
The greatest body, however, had evidently rctrogidei 
towards the towns on the Sahwanne river, while a large 
trail indicated a movenlcntof a portion towards St. Marks. 
The provisions for the army were to be met in that b ly, 
and other circumstances, of an imperious chara(der, called 
for ail interview with the Santsh commandant of tliat post. 
The governor of Pensacola Imd made a verbar report to 
general Jackson, through captain Call, of the U. S. army, 
that the fort at 8t, Mark.#,-^ Wfes weak in its defence, that 
demands had been'made upon the commandant by the ne- 
gi'oes and Indians for anfmuriition, arms, Slc. with a threat, 
that if refused, resorf should Im had to vio lence, k trnit he 
entertained seriousappi-eheusions for the safety of the pd< 
Connected with these fitatements, some prisoners taken, 
deposed that arms and am nunition h i 1 been obtain¬ 
ed from St. Mkks, and that the JiidfiUf and Ne¬ 
groes contemplated tlfrowlftg" thernseives‘ hito- f^^ 

tress, as a dernier' defence, if' hanl pressed.—• 
With those evidences of the designs of the enemy, and wit ;i 
the governor of Peiisacola^s acknowledgments, of the'weak¬ 
ness of the Spanish gavrison, it hecame the height of im¬ 
prudence to leave that work exposed to such an event, par- ^ 
ticnlarly, as a depot at that place, was intimately connec¬ 
ted, with the success of the subsequent operations ctmtem- 
platcd. It was determine I, therefore, in the spirit of friend¬ 
ship, to represent these circumstances to the commnndnii 
of Bt. Marks, with a request, that an American garrison 
might he throw i into that fort, until the close of the w;ir. 
Toacommunic itimi to this effect, the commandant in reply 
acknowledged Tie justness of t'.ie governor of P; nsic.oia^s 
apprehensions, of the truth of tiic tareats of the Indians, 


...lid of the weakness of bis foi'ce, and tbe incoinpcteTlce of 
V,he garrison for its defence; but that without the permit of 
bis "superior oiVicer, jie being in a subordinate statioiij it 
would be impossible to comply with the GeneraFs requesh- 
Tii tlie course of the negotiation facts developed themselves, 
implicating the Spanish commandant as an auxiliarjj- if 
not as an instigator of the Seminole war. It appeared that 
arms and ammunition had been distributed by him to the 
savage foe ; that the public store-houses had been thrown 
o])cii to the use of the enemy, .councils of war had been 
lield in tbe commandants quarters.; that property plun- 
dercul from Georgia had been purchased by the oiRficers of 
the garrison; that clothing, captured from Scott’s party, 
had been vended by the permit of the commandant, to the 
soldiers; & that in one in 3 tance> a previous contract was 
made by the commandant, an da party of Indian Free¬ 
booters, about to visit the frontiers of Georgia, for all the 
cattle they might steal.. These facts changed the character 
of tbe request, to a demand of an immediate surrender of 
the Fort. An e3brt at negotiation was made, hut it was 
no time to delay. Tbe enemy was probably embodying. 
with a view of giving battle, or retreating beyond tbe pow¬ 
er of pursuit. Two light companies were, therefore,., 
ordered into St. Marks; no opposition was attempted, and • 
the Fort peaceably ceeupied on the..7th of April. Tho 
Spanish commandant, and soldiers Were ftirnisbed with 
transportation to Pensacola, their property seem ed to them, < 
ami tiieir feelings in every instance respected. 

On the 8tli of April, each soldier, with eiglitdays rations 
on his back, w as prepared again for active operations.— 
The enemy bad partially escaped at Mekasuky, but Bah- 
wanne, it was hoped, would seal their fate, 'fhe march 
•^vas resumed with animated feelings, and the general gra¬ 
tification, at being joined by the remainder of the Tennes¬ 
seans on the subsequent day, could not be concealed. ^ 

On tbe morning of the 1 gth, at or near tlie JS atural bridge 
creek ; tbe lowing of cattle, tbe barking of dogs, the ap¬ 
pearance of smoke, &c. indicated the vicinity of an Ijidi- 
an camp. A reconnoitering party was sent out, who re¬ 
ported M'Qneen and his clan to be in an adjacent swamo. 
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As it had been stated that >I?Que^i was auxioiis to sur- 
rfn(ler,M’tntosh, and his Iiidiaas were uirecieii t? o>)iii|ue 
to tiie right, receive his subuiissioii, or 'destroy hi;n if re¬ 
sistance was atteni|»ted ; while the main army moved slow¬ 
ly forward, with a view of intercepting his retreat to Sah- 
wanne. A small detachment of Tennesseans who had 
been leftin the rear, collecting the stray horses of the armj, 
fell in with MTntosli, and uniting in his expedition, 
gallantly brought on the engagement with M*C^ueeu. The 
attack was sustained but for a short period, when a retreat 
wms effected by the enemy, leaving thirty-six warriors kilU 
ed on the field, and four warriors and one hundred women 
and cl«^dreii prisoners. In the early part of the attack, 
the white woman who had been preserved amidst the gen¬ 
eral carnage at the massacre of Scott^^s party,and who had 
owed her life to the strength of her constitution, and tlie 
submissiveness ot her disposition, seized a favorable op¬ 
portunity, in the confiision of battle, to mount a horse, and 
effect her escape. -She fled to the protection of the friendly 
warriors, and was again restored to civilizaiion. Her ap-s 
pearance in camp, her rcrunion to the regirafmt in which 
her hushand had long served, and the heartfelt gi-atitula- 
tions of eaciv friend, as they sympathized in her misfor¬ 
tunes, and poured forth their gladdened feelings on her mi¬ 
raculous preservation,can better b(‘ imagined,than described. 

The maich wa& resumed on the iSlh under every em¬ 
barrassment from high waters, and an almost impractica¬ 
ble country. The season was, however, favorable, & un¬ 
attended by much ra n. Under different cin umstance<^, or 
at an earlier period, this section of Florida mast be impen¬ 
etrable to man. Tiic soil is of a spungy character, and 
the country level, intersected by minor streams, and diver¬ 
sified by passy ponds, glades, & difficult cypress swamps. 
The soldiers were incessantly wet, wading at times to 
their arm pits in w iter,, and exposed alike to privations of 
the severest character. T.he pack horses feidilc, and weak 
for want of food, aa;i exhausted in stivngtii from excessive 
struggling tluoug swamps, and m:ry ponds, were daily 
diminishing ill nu I’^ers, and addin .]; to th;- embarr.assment 
of the army. A ^Acce of artillery, widen had been thu3 
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far into tlie wildevjiess, while-it retarded the marclr,. 
atldiMl to the general fatigue encountered. Whole battal¬ 
ions were oftew emplcyeil in opening a road, to extricate 
the aitillery from the swaiaps, or pass it over the water- 
crui-ses. All these difficulties were sustained with forti¬ 
tude, and horn without a murmur ; the enemy were near, 
and a few days more would terminate the contest, and re¬ 
lieve from future privations. On the morning of the I 6 tb, 
the Indian Guide had stated, that the towns were but a 
shoi*t day^s march distance,but near evening a well known 
pond convinced him of his mistake 5 the towns were yet’ 
seven miles off; the fatigues of the men, and the approach 
of night urged the propriety of encamping, with a vi«w of 
surprising the towns by day-light the subsequent morning f 
hut the approach of the army had been discovered, and 
prompted to a differenf movement. Two Indians, who 
had reconnoitred the advance, had retreated precipitately ; 
it was determined to pursue close on their trail, and enter 
the towns before the negroes and Indians Could profit from 
the intelligence of their spies. When within a short dis- 
fance of the supposed site of the Sahwanrie Towns, the 
disposition for attack was made. The first Regiment of 
the Tennesseans, wKh an advanced party of Indians, obli¬ 
quing to the rigid, were directed to assume a position below 
file Tow ns, and tlirow tbeir friendly Indians into the* 
swamp, between the towms and river; the Sd Regiment, 
■with the remainder of the Indians similarly disposed, wag 
to make a like movement to the left above the towns, while 
the centre, composed ©f the Regular!?, with four companies 
of Georgia militia on each flank, supported by a strong re ¬ 
serve of Georgians, was to move directly upon Bowlegs 
Town, in the centre of all the settlemeits on the Sahwanu^ 
It w as expected, that the movements to the right and left 
would compel the enemy to concentrate in Bow legs Town, 
wheje completely surrounded, destruction aw aited * them, 
or a capifnlation would be inevitable. Bowlegs Town 
was found deserted, and those below in a similar condi¬ 
tion : those above, however, bad not yet been abandoned, 

A small party of negroes were surprised, bnsilv securing 

their moveable pioprrty, with a view of retreatina:, and 



have all been captured^ but for the bad exeeution ofT 
tfte movtuieiit of the left colum^p. Thu Indiann iustead of: 
getting above, had thrown'themselves between the towns, 
and the centre, ihus leaving open the retreat to the riveiy 
which the enemy readily embraced, after a slight resistance 
in whicli they lost 8 or 9 killed, and some prisoners. The 
cause of the sudden evacaotion of the Sahwnnne towns, was 
seofi* di 8 Co\'ere<h Arbuthnot had advised his friend JBotv- 
legs^ from 8 t. M'arks>«f the approtvch of the American army,, 
and its strength; that successful i esistance^toso over wlielm- 
ing a force was impossible, and a retreat across the Sah- 
wanne, with a view of awaiting more favoitible circumstan¬ 
ces, was prudent. This letter had been received by ex¬ 
press, and was dispatcinid from St; J^arksj with the know¬ 
ledge of alVthe officers at the post. Its contents were im¬ 
plicitly'followed by the Chief of the Bahwanne Towns ; 
the Warriors had fled, and carried with them supplies of 
almost every description r but little corn was found, and 
the necessities of the anny scantily administered to. On, 
the 18th, detachments were pushed across the river in pur¬ 
suit of the enemy The cornj goods, &G. found scattered 
through the country", indicated a most precipitate retreat^ 
and removed any expectation of overtaking tlie fugitives. 
The army was in want, their supplies had been exhausted 
two days since, aiwl some provision for its necessities was 
essential This detachment, therefore, prudently returned* 
with 14) prisoners, and no supplies ; what they had found; 
only contributing to their immediate wants. 

On the night of the 18th, a Mt. Ambrister^ wIk> hadV 
been a Lieutenant in Nichols’s corps of Colonial Atarines, 
with an underling, by the name of Choke, was captured iiy * 
a ceutjnel on post; The appearance of a white man with 
do ostensible pursuit, in this country, connected, as he had; 
been, with Woodbine and Nichols, whose lawlesi trans¬ 
actions ivith the southern tribes of Indians, had measurably 
produced the principal savage massacres, to whieli the 
frontiers of Georgia had been exposed, naturally excited 
suspicions of the lioiiesty. of his views. He had, the mor¬ 
ning of his capture, left Arbuthnot’s Schooner at the mouth 
of the Jsahwanne 5 the possession of this vessel was deeiB^' 



important, as if was probable, that some evidences. 
Blight be found in it, of the iniquitous schemes of these £wf» 
men, A detaclmient of troops was accordingly ordered to 
descend the .‘^ahwanne for that purpose^ and without any 
0{‘position from the crew, obtained pi-^session of the sxhoo- 
nev on the morning of the SOth, On Imard, fouinl all 
the private papers, coirespoudeiicc, ^c. of Arbuthnot -ind 
Ambrister, wliicii formed a volume o^testimony against 
them, and led to their merited fate. ^ . 

The term of .service for which the Georgians had bi^eu 
called into the fiehj, wa.s near expiring, and it was ttie wish 
of Gen. Glasscockj to march his Brigade by tlie most di¬ 
rect practicable route to Hartford. , d’liqugli this move- 
ment was consonant to the wishes of tlrGeneral command¬ 
ing, and was connected with the uiteriur objects of the 
campaign, by scouring a country wViicb had not yet been 
visited, yet he was unwilling to expose a brave corps, wmo 
had already sufiered from privations, to any additional ag¬ 
gravated ones, that mus^ necessarily be encountered by 
this movement. Fast experience, however, had taught 
each soldier of the Georgia Brigade his capability of endu¬ 
rance, and therefore the request of tlieir General, backed 
by all the fiebl officers, was the more readily asseaited to. 
With a few pints of corn to each man, this brigade left its 
encampment on the Sauw anue, on the gOth April,and pas- 
singthrough the remains of the Meka^ukeaB villages, in 
which a few bushels of corn that had escaped the vigilance 
of previous reconnoitering parties, were fouid, it arrived 
in the early part of May on the frontiers of Georgia. The 
sight of the habitations of civilization, the cultivated fields, 
and the welcome of friends, exci ted feelings not easily ap¬ 
preciated. The honorable discharge from milit.’^ry duty, 
produced the most heartfelt gratifications, not a little heigh¬ 
tened, under a consciousness, that each man had done his 
duty, had been instrumental in arresting the savage scalp¬ 
ing knife and tomahawk, had received the approbation of 
his general, and liad merited the gratitude of his country. 
On the morning of tiie 31st of April, the sick and inva¬ 
lids of the army, were sent down the Sahwnnne river, w^ith 
a. view of being transported by water to St Marks, in tha 



cAptnred Scliwiter, TUer Uegular^ and Termnsseans, 
■vvidi a scanty supply of com to each man, rekJjgadcd cm 
the route- marehetl, and on the 35tli of April, returned 
to St. Marks, accomplishing a distance of 107 mdes, thro’^ 
a w ilderness, opposed fey iiumerous difficulties, inless than 
five days. 

Tlie Seminole conflict was now nearly terminated. X 
panic had evidently seized the nation, and from the preK 
cipitate flight, arid general indisposition evinced by the 
Warriors, to an open engageenent, it was natural to con¬ 
jecture they were convinced of their n eakness, and anx¬ 
ious for peace. The woik, howeveit was half : done, if 
measures were not adopted to^deter, if not prevent a future 
renewal of savage atrocities. This was only to be effact- 
j^l, by some- awfnl examples of those,, who - had deluded 
the ignorant to thei ommissidn of deeds ofra[dne ami mur¬ 
der under false promises and iniquitous- excitements. It 
would be insultiiigilie iinderstandinga of any commiiuity 
to examine authors on national law, for precedents, justi- 
fyiug the principles of retaliation, and particularly in oper¬ 
ations with tht>se powers,who disclaim any respect for 
the practices of civilization. The usiiages of civilized 
warfare, cannot extend to those, who are not disposed to 
acknowledge an obligation to observe them ; or can it bd 
^'etended, that national law is^to operate - in transactions 
with sav’^age tribes, wlio are not a party in the compact. 
Hunianity may lament^ but she is forced to an acknowledge¬ 
ment of tlie necessity, policy & justice ofextendiug to anationj 
the same treatment sbe inflicts on you. ludiscriininato 
massacre is the practice of savage warfare, and of the lie- 
1;erminati6tt of tlier Beffirnoles to be governed by that sav- 
agj^ rule', we'need only revert to the inlmmau massacre of 
Scott, and his party. It was not, how-ever, tien. Jack- 
son’s practice, in retaliating, to sti’eteh the pvinGiple to its 
nhlimited extent, or to inflict retribution, w^here not deman¬ 
ded by imperious circumstances, or the beneficial results 
to be expected. The source of the evil was his aim; the 
OTiginiators of the W'ar suffered under his authority, as an 
impfessiye lesson to the unfortnnate'. and ignorant savage, 
who had been' the dupe of their artitice. 



0atbe arrival of the army at Fort St. Marks,^ on th^ 
^tis of x^Lpril, Francis and Hematlemeco, were executed 
publicly 'S'hese iudivkluals hud gone on boaril of an A.^ 
metican Gun Boat? under the impression, that witii Bi it- 
ish coloi's dying, they must he friendly vessels, loaded 
with the arms, aminunition, &c. that liad been promised. 
They were two of the most inveterate of the Red Stick 
pa rty, had been the principle instigators of the Creek war, 
and of most of the subsequent ami repeated massacres ou 
tlie American frontier. Francis was a prophet, and al¬ 
though his pi^diotious bad in mauy instances been falsified, 
he strll held a most Superstitious contnd over the minds of 
all the unfriendly Creeks. Homatleraeco, though not ear 
diced with BUperaatural powers, was alike iafiuentialas a 
Chief and Warrior. Both were inveterate enemies a* 
gainst the United States ; both had been active in a 11 the 
massacres committed ou our defenceless frontier, against 
which neither the tenderness of sex, or the innocence of 
childhood had been any protection ; liothdiad sworn eter¬ 
nal hatred to the Americans; and both had been engaged 
in the unexampled murder of 8coit and his party. These, 
therefore, were fit, subjects of retaMation, and whose pun¬ 
ishment couJdf not operate Mit beneficially. The result 
was as antidpatedj the Ochesoe Warriors the next day 
surrendeiod, and all <»f Francis’ clan hay® since submitted. 
The worli of retHliation, - however, w^s still incomplete, 
two more examiiles were- necessary, and imperiously do- 
laanded. 

Arbuthnot, supposed to have been instrumental in exci¬ 
ting the Seminole nation to war, had been found in the For¬ 
tress of St. Marks, and the capture of Ambrister has heea 
related. The suspicions, which caiised the securing of 
those two iiiHivi<!ttals, were fully justified in the evidence 
afforded, from letters, papers, >xc. Ibundj on board the 
captured sehoonet\ These dociimentsj connected with the 
©ral testimony of a Mr. Uooke, and a-Mr. llarably, wlio 
had been for many years a trailer on the Appulachacola^ 
fmtisfied General Jackson, that both Arbuthnot and Am- 
ferister had been the originators of the Seminole war ; that 
through their excitements, false promises, and, iniquitous 



rf tie';|jasi:e.s coiRttiittpVl hv iho .^!i^s»pr* 

ic 11 iiCVMismt^n; tui ,ni!iau letviLar^ ana as vveii as 

il.e arms, amHiLitiition, ami persoii.ii a i .vianle.i ; the 
'\S arriors Lad been iin^uced ag,tiiii to raiM tbcr I nmahjnvk, 
and slahi the trcntier of (uir country, wisii tlic blood of 
•;u>irjeii and cbildreii. Under tins C(;nviction, Gen. Jaclv- 
s<ai nevt r doubted bis autboiitj, nor would lie have si.rimk 
from the respondliilitj-of ioiiictiii^npon these two nionsiers 
in liiinian shape, the same | unis, merit that Francis k fio- 
Inatlemeco had sufiered. Their conduct had idenliried 
tliCm w ith the sav ages, they partook consecjuently of ti.o 
same ehai acter, and w ere exjiosed to the jiractices of the 
war in which they had embarked Eut it was necessary 
the world should be convinced of the truth of the allega¬ 
tions, Arlmthnot and Ambrister ira'd been the subjects, 
and still perhaps ackuewledged alle^ance to a Foreign 
Pow er, it w as. essential, therefoi’e, that the evidences of 
their guilt should be registered. A select court w:>s conse- 
qwentiy organised, in the character of a special jury to de^ 
erdeupon the facts; they were foimi) g^rnlty of exciting an 
Indian nation to war; and of aiding, abetting, and encour- 
ing them in that w ar, and were punislied accordingly. 

This: unpleasant, but necessary work of retaliation ac- 
ccmplisiied ; the army resumed its return maich, k rea¬ 
died FortGadsdeiS ou the Sd of May. Three days.of iii-^ 
activity ensued, as a relief to the men from ' excessive fa¬ 
tigues, and privations encountered. Tl>e little appearance 
of hostility in the country, and the indiciitioirs of a general 
disposition to surrender, encouraged a belief tliat the Sem¬ 
inole war was closed. It was only necessary, therefore, 
to leave strong garrisons in Forts Scott, Gadsden and 
arks, to overawe future hostilities, and send a detachment 
west of the Appalachacctla, to reconnoitre the swamps of 
the rhattahouchy and Yellow Water, wdien the Teniiessee 
Brigade might be discharged from their obligations, and 
permitted to return home. While arrangements were ma¬ 
king to this effect, circumstances transpired, and intellir 
gence was received fiom the West, calling for measures of 
a different character. Tlie governor of Pensacola, in reply 
to General Jackson^s letter of the g^tb of Alarch, refused 




p'^cH'ively to a!lc w provisions to pass np the Escain!'1&, 
v/iib: '.*h y "i''i .f the port dnties, and questioning lie 
D .Aret 'eCr \ei Ts request, presnnacdtoiiazardano- 
p ..icn, ?. ^r.iwford could not be in want. (3onnec* 

te w;- iriro u*, vy ere reports from the most uiiquestiim- 
a ie i.itboricr, that Pensacola, was under the control of In- 
di t is, and that the dis affected warriors were daily accu- 
BiUi itlng in its environs ; that the garrison from Port 
Ccaw u’djqjersuing the trail of a liostitc party Inid overta¬ 
ken and defeated it, in sight of Pensjicola, and that 18 set¬ 
tlers in the Atabama, were lately massacred, hy a party 
tliat came from, and returned, with theii* hooty, to that 
town. A movement, therefore, to the west was determin¬ 
ed upon; strong garrisons of regular tmops were left in 
P\»ns Scott, G^adsden and St. Marks,, and Glen. Gaines 
charged with the command t>f the section of couuti:y lying 
east of the AppaUtclmcola. 

The efficient men of the Tennessee Brigade, and about 
SOO regular troops, left their encampm^ut a Port Gadsden 
on the 7th, and crossed the Appal ichacola river at the O- 
cuesee bluff, miles above, on the lOlli of May. With 
eight days rations on each maE^shack, the wilderness was 
again penetrated, and tlie same .fatigues, exposures, and 
privations Hgnki encountered. Kither friim ignorance or, 
design, but most probably the former, 5 the Indian goi.le 
conducted the army to the bay of Pensacola, instead of the 
crossing place on the’Escambia. The time consumed in 
this march had exposed each soldier to four days starva¬ 
tion ; alew cattle, however, were found on the 2()th, and 
temporary relief obtained. The guide seemed now perfect¬ 
ly bewihlered; and the movements of the army had to be. 
controlled by the compass, and such intelligence, as oould 
be obtained by recounoitering piirties. 'Fhe b inks yf tha 
Escambia, skirted by deep, and impenetrable .s\yamps^ 
must be reached, and no place could be foiind, where bluds 
set in oil both sides, of the river. On the Slst the desired 
crossing place was discovered, and here difficulties prei 
geuted themselves almost insuperable. This crossing place 
WAS rarely used but during low water—the river was now 
at its Iwighl, and au island whioli it was necessary to pass 



over, was completely inimdatecl. All tiiese difficulties, 
iKovever, yielded to determined fortitude and perseverance, 
and after wading for nearly half a mile, to the arm-pits 
in water, the troops finally gained the w^est bhnk of the i^'s- 
camhia. Here a supply of provisions from Fort Craw¬ 
ford happily met the aimy, and each individual forgot his 
past sufferings in the abundance before him. - ^ 

On the morning of the 23d May, the army resumed its 
Inarch from the west bank of the Escambia, and on the 
same day was met by a .Spanish officer, with a commu ii- 
cation from the Grovernor of Pensacola, protesting against 
the violation of his Catholic Majesty’s territory, by the U. 
^litates’ troops, and threatening the American General with 
the application of force for his expulsion, if his army was 
not immediately withdrawn. To this gasconading protest, 
a reply was immediately dispatched ; but the Goverfior, 
forgetting his threats, had prpdently evacuated his capitol, 
and sought protection in the walls of the Barrancas. The 
subsequent morning the American army entered Pensacola 
& a communication was dispatched to the governor at the Bar¬ 
rancas. In this letter the motives of the American General 
in entering the Floridas were detailed at large—that the 
views were not inimical to the Spanish government, or 
territory, but to chastise a lawless band of Freebooters, 
and Brigands, in the annihilation of whom both nations 
were equally interested. That as the imbecility of Spain 
had prevented her observing a solemn treaty with the U. 
States, by which she was bound to keep the savages in her 
province at peace, it was at least to have been' expected, 
that the Spanish authorities would have remained neutral 
spectators to a contest, in which the American government 
had been involved, or would have afforded every facility 
to its speedy termination. Tliat here the American Gen- 
ernl had been disappointed ; he found the Spanish officers 
at St. Marks, had by acts of an offensive character, identi¬ 
fied themselves with the Indian foe, and that he then held 
incontestible proofs of certain practices in Pensacola, pre- 
• judicial to the friendly character winch he had a right to 
■ expect from the Agent, of a power at peace with the United 
(States. That the safety of the American frontier compeii- 



ed liim to prevent the recurrence of snch acts, which mis;ht 
lead to injurious consequences, toucliing the amity and 
peace then subsisting; and to demand the surrender of 
Pensacola, and its dependencies, to he garrisoned by an 
American force, until -Sf[)ain could better maintain her au¬ 
thority. To this, in reply, the Governor did not attempt 
to deny the inefficiency of his force to control the hostile 
Indians, or many of the allegations against him in relation 
to the aid and comfort extended to them, but most posi¬ 
tively refused a compliance with the demands made. A 
reshi't tb.force> therefore, was indispensable, and on the 
25th of May^ the army, 800 strong^ moved down, and in¬ 
vested tiie Barrancas. On the next day the work 
was feconiioitred, and several flags exchanged, by 
tvhicii the American General exerted himself to avoid open 
hostilities, by impressing upon the >Spanish governor the 
propriety of his determinations; that the demand was 
made as a friend, not as an enemy, who was^ imperiously 
tirged ^0 the measures adopted on the principles of self- 
preservation ^ that a guarantee UT a re-surrender of the 
posts, &.c. would be given wlienever a sufficient Spanish 
force could be obtained to overawe the Indians, and en¬ 
force authority. The ^?panish governor, however, was 
immoveable, and on principles of national pride alone, re¬ 
solutely adhered to his original determination. On the eve¬ 
ning of the 26th of May, a lodgement was made within 400 
yards of the, Spanish Fort, on a commanding hill, with a 
nine pounder, and a howitzer battery, simultaneously es- 
tahlished On the capital of, and within 760 yards of the 
work. The workmen were fired upon in opening the tren¬ 
ches, but a return fire from the American howitzer and a 
movement of the advanced guard of riflemen near the foot 
of tlie glacis, had the intended effect of deverting the Span¬ 
iards. A storm was immediately anticipated, and a blaze 
of mnsicetry. from the whole face of the parapet, was con- 
iimied for near half an hour. The rage de guerre^ succee¬ 
ded, and the deception detected too late. The activity of 
the workmen had been redoubled, and secure in their tren- 
«hes, the battery was formed without loss, under the roaew- 
ed fire from the Fort, 



A+ dar tlie next morning, the Spanish g,arri«!on Oh. 
pened a fir from an l 8 ,lSj 9 , & 6 pounder, which was renam¬ 
ed with spirit from the American 9 pounder. A party was 
sounded, and a flag sent totl»e Fort again, inviting its sur¬ 
render, and spare the effusion of blood, which ineffectual 
resistance must occasion. The comman<ling position oc¬ 
cupied, was pointed out, and the impossildlity of m;;intain- 
ing the contest with success. The inviiation was rejected, 
and at the sound of t^e bugle hostilities re commenced. 

Capt. M’Kever, in the ketch Surprise, endeavored to 
gain a position close under the work, with a view of an¬ 
noying the garrison with grape and cannister, but the light- 
ne^* of the breeze defeated his intentions, and the strengtl^ 
of the lower battery of f 8 and pounders taking serious 
effect upon his vessel, of a small class, rendered it neces¬ 
sary and prudent to take ad vantage of the tide to retire. 

The fire from the fort and battery now became vigorous 
and Spirited, until ti o^clock, and continued at inlei vals 
from thence until evening. The most active exertions were 
made to lan^ some additional guns from tiie Ketch, w ith 
a viewof strengthening the battery. Scaling ladders w(Te 
constructed, and the soldiers encouraged with a promise of 
being gratified w ith ati escalade before morning. Tlu'se 
circumstances were doubtless reported to the Spanish gar¬ 
rison, and produced the desired efiect. In the evening 
the wbite flag was substituted for tiie Spanish national co¬ 
lor, and a message sent out from the Fort expressing a ^dis¬ 
position to caj)itulate. A cessation of hostilities was gran¬ 
ted. until 8 o^clock the next morning 5 and in the interval, 
articles of capitulation were tendered'^md approved iindiw 
certain restrictions. On the SStli of May, FortFarlos de 
Barrancas was surrendered to the American army, coniv 
manded by Gen. Jackson, with a guarantee of a re-surren ¬ 
der, whenever Spain ha<i a com])ctent military force to 
maintain her neutrality , observe her treaties, and enforce 
her authority in the Flovitlas. American ganisons of re¬ 
gular troops w ere thrown into the Barraiuas, and Pensa¬ 
cola; and the Tennesseans conducted to their homes.— 
Their march was directed through the. wilder »ess of the 
Alabama, by the route of the fails of the Black Warrior, 



in wisicl),. ilin^nilties were entountere;!, and privations and 
e> |Vosures eiitiured^ equalled 'oni,y by those which cli.irac- 
ierised the previous operations of the Heiiiinole cainpai=i;n ; 
hut the same perseverance remuinetl, and the same forti- 
tie e led to a similar triumph. 

TiiC Seminole conilict was terminated : and amid the 
general exultation which ha<! attended the successes of the 
American arras, it was not rhe least : 0 f the hsessiugs ‘‘that 
iMt cypress leaf was found interwoven with the laurel.’’ 
iuid been principally a war of movements; cut off from 
th; ir resaurces, disappointed in their expectation, the pre- 
di< liens of their propliets, and tlie promises of their foreign 
fv iKis ; the spirit of the Seminoles was crushed, and their 
iiic :ns of doing evil crip[)led. Panic.struck & confounded, 
11 cy Rcattei ed in every direction, and sougln the security 
O' .iinost impcnelrahle swamps and mm-asses. There 
\\ s KO guarantee, however, that this chastisement, or a- 
h:rm would prevent the renewal of future atrocities. Past 
e:?q;erieu( e w as in (opposition to such a belief; the Creek 
w.if, altlough it terminated in the .annil ilation of nearly 
oni‘ l-alf of tiie nation, wa« not a lesson impressive enough 
h r.» savage mind. To preserve the friendship of an In- 
c’ n nation, you must make tiiem feel their dependance.— 
J t vy never reasim upon tlieir capabilities, hut like tiie 
kf ro age of ti;e " ekasukeans deem war a manly exer- 
C: .and will persue it, whene^er occasion offers, or dis- 
p' 0 ‘«iiions prompts. Tim consequences they rarely consid- 
ci »;r reg.q-d. 

To the iidluence of superstition they readily yield, and 
destining dniractJU-s or iniquitious traders, find this,the ra(ist 
rT; ient iinviument in the prciinotion of their views. Three 
experiejice uidiappiiy tested these truths. Tallede- 
go. 'rallashafchy, Kmuckfaw'and the H(»rse-shoe, the ex^- 
pcisiofi frtiui Pensacola, the destruction of the Negro Fort. 
a?vi the sucte-ss tliat invariably attended the American, 
arms in eveiy rei-coiinter with the soutlsern tribes, were in- 
^iifficient to df h r tlnun from the renewal of hostilities when- 
(\ !• excited either by rapacity, prophecy, or foreign per¬ 
il ' n To nn’hitiate efiVrp ady, therf^fore. this inimi¬ 
cal spirit, and suieid the frontier from iuiure incursions, 



Massacre, there were no otiier measures to be p'^rsu'^ 1. tbm 
tl ose .alo|ite(l. A. c lain ;)f fortifioarions Ofi the sea-co i4, 
an effectual seperation between the cause and the eff ct, 
the exciters an 1 the un!iap])y instrum uiJs. were aton * < il* 
ciliated to ensur e the objects inteii le 1. vVith iat the u ' i is 
of supply from abroad ; dependant upon the A/aericaas, 
t,se unhappy Serainoles, so lon^ the dopes of artifice, tui 
the victims of superstition’, vrdl soon learn the in h'fed, anl 
policy w nch should govern their natioii. Experience is 
the best test of measures, and the li nieticial results of the 
Seminole operations are daily developing themselves. To 
the east of the Appalachacola where the American pow'T 
is controled, not a symjitomof disaffection has appe red. §c 
a general disposition to submit an! rely on the hnniiiii:y 
of the American government, has evinced itself—Tiie In¬ 
dians ill the neighbor ood of St. Augustine, have even ex¬ 
pressed their wisli for peace, 'fo die West of the Appa- 
lachacola, the sama beneficial effects have been pj oduce I, 
and if some little disturbance near the. Choctawiix chy, has 
occurred, we must seek its origin in the exultation occa¬ 
sioned by the return of the S’paniar Is. 

The Eloridas have been occupied on nrinciplcs of self 
preservcation, and the seizure is justified by the irre^ iUr 
practices of the Spanish authorities. Without a guarantee 
that the subsequent Governors ra ty not be controled by t le 
same policy which characterized the coniluct of their pre¬ 
decessors; without a physical force maintained by Spain, 
to suppress Indian atrocities, and give energy to the Pro¬ 
vincial Government, it is hoped the safety of the so it’nern 
border of the United States, miynot be jeopirdiz ' 1 by % 
iii'istaken policy. Georgians, you are concerned —Citizens of 
Alabama, you aredeeiny interested; the ghosts of y our wo¬ 
rn m, inhumanly massacred, protest agiinst it, a.i I 
unti nely cut off by savage inhumanity, lisp disapprohauna 
from the grave. 


FIXIS. 



